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was merely froth upon the surface. Subordinate
elements, that could be easily shaken off, he was
disposed to leave to their own dark purposes. He
himself held aloof, throned unapproachably above the
turmoil. When Chancellors with open inclinations
towards the Left received a man like Rossbach, or
negotiated with notorious malcontents of the Right,
Seeckt would have no dealings with these compromis-
ing personages. When the Feme murder trial revived
the old bad times, Seeckt was one of the few who could
say with a good conscience that he knew none of the
wire-pullers behind the tragedies.

There were times when he, the soldier par excellence,
was called upon to address his civilian colleague!
on foreign politics. When the Upper Silesian revol1
broke out, one of the Ministers proposed to send '<
force of Reichswehr to Silesia. General von Seeckt waj
asked what he thought strategically of such a move
To this precise question Seeckt gave a precise reply
He gave a brief and comprehensive description of th<
development of such a stroke, detailed the subsequecr
conflict with the Polish army which would rush to th<
help of the insurgents, and, at the close of his observa
tions, pointed out that, as was common knowledge
Poland had a military convention with France, anc
that it would also be necessary to reckon with th<
intervention of the French army. This last remark
which reduced to absurdity the idea of any officia
action on the part of the Reichswehr, was stampec
with the curt irony with which Seeckt rejected la;
interference.

The strained relations between him and his Reichs
wehr Minister were an open secret. Seeckt, wh<